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Learning Redefined
Thank you teachers and staff for the
countless extra hours that you have spent
researching, collaborating, planning, and
praying for guidance on the best way to serve
our students and families during this time.
And the Lord, he it is that doth go before thee;
he will be with thee, he will not fail thee.
Deuteronomy 31:8



From the administrator
Rick Noorman
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Christian Schools and a Pandemic Test
Testing, Testing, Testing—It seems that everyone is
talking about testing these days. Positive, negative,
false negative, I can’t get a test, I’m not testing—period.
Is a positive result a good thing or a bad thing? I’m
sick, but I can get back to normal life quicker if I test
positive? Is that better than being negative? The most
recent focus on COVID testing has really raised the
hackles of some. Other forms of testing are also being
challenged in the educational setting. Schools are
asking that the yearly standardized testing be eliminated
because of all of the remote learning that is going on.
Teachers are testing less because of the difficulty of
securing the tests and getting accurate results with an
online test. Testing has never been one of the most
favorite things done within the school setting, but it has
always been a necessary part of education. There
are good reasons that we test. Testing is designed
to evaluate a current situation. It helps to establish a
benchmark with which to compare to something else.
It can document progress or lack of progress toward a
goal. Testing also helps us prepare for future situations.



Perhaps you have heard the warning, “This is a test of
the emergency broadcast system.” This announcement
used to occur regularly when I was growing up. I think
that we have all had our favorite TV program or radio
program interrupted by an announcement of a “test
of the emergency broadcast system.” This would be
followed by an obnoxious blaring sound that always
seemed to last longer than it had to. This test was
conducted by voluntary broadcasters in each region of
the state so that they would be prepared to take a role
in a national emergency and so that we, the listener,
would be prepared as well. Following the warning
signal, we were given instructions about what we
should do in the case of a real emergency. I’m not
sure how much attention people paid to the instructions
that were given, but I believe most people would have
known what they were to do. No one could say that
those in charge had not done their part in preparing the
people for possible future events.
The COVID-19 coronavirus pandemic has tested us
all in many ways. The effects of the pandemic and
the responses by government and medical officials
have forced us to evaluate our current situation and
respond. The Bible uses another word to describe an
ordeal such as this. The word is “trial.” When we are
tested and tried, it often points us to the fact that we
will be stronger after going through it. In the book of
James we read, “Brethren, count it all joy when ye fall
into divers temptations; knowing this that the trying of
your faith worketh patience.” James 1:2-3. Throughout
the Bible, trials are a frequently used and powerful tool
that God uses to bring his people to a realization that
He is in control and that we have to depend upon Him.
God tries our faith to make it stronger so that we learn
to trust Him for our every need.
What we are going through today is as much a test of
our spiritual fortitude as it is of our willingness to wear a
mask. There are spiritual principles that must be called
upon to guide our actions during this time. Each one
of us is going to have to answer for the responses that
we made to the situations in which we found ourselves.
We will need to be consistent in our reasoning and
apply spiritually sound principles to our defense. How
did we respond to the authority of those whom God has
placed over us? How have I treated my brother and
sister in Christ, even if they have not made the same
decisions that I made? How have I used my tongue to
speak of authority and my neighbor? Have I built them
up or torn them down? Have I dealt patiently with the
situation recognizing that God has placed me in this

particular trial? Is this trial working patience in me
as we read in James? What is our “test grade” going
to be at the end of this trial? What are we learning
about ourselves? By applying the purposes of testing
that were stated above we can evaluate our current
situation, establish a mark with which to compare to
something else, show progress or lack of progress
toward a goal, and prepare for future situations.
We often tell our kids that they can’t give up when things
get rough. This is a message of encouragement that
comes from parents, teachers, and coaches. Keep
going! Don’t quit! If you have a goal and an obstacle is
blocking your way, then find another way to get where
you want to go. If that means you have to train in a
different way, you do it. If it means that you have to
eat differently, you do it. If it means that you have to
rearrange your work of the day, you do it. But you don’t
give up. You don’t change your goals because the way
gets difficult. We have to look at our current situation in
the same way. Am I going to change goals for the future
because I have to wear a mask on my face? Or am I
going to persevere and get it done in spite of the mask
on my face? Am I going to let my grades go down the
tubes because I have to do the work at home? Or am
I going to persevere and spend the time that I would
normally be in school to get my work completed, done
well, and on time? Am I going to say that life stinks
because I can’t go out to a restaurant? Or am I going
to be a little creative and do some cooking at home?
Giving thought to Proverbs 16:9 is always helpful during
these times, “A man’s heart deviseth his way: but the
Lord directeth his steps.”
It is easy to be negative as we work through life in
the pandemic but this is the path that God has set for
us. By nature we could say that life is cruel and unfair
because someone is throwing curveballs to us. We
would like to get a nice straight fastball right down the
middle that we know we can hit. Why does life have
to be so difficult? As Christians, we can look at things
differently. The man of God realizes that God is the
one who is throwing the curveball at us and He is doing
it to make us better at whatever we have to do to serve
Him. We have to learn to hit the curveball. Yes, this
will take some extra effort and time. But if we can be
a better overall player because of it, we will be more
able to help the team achieve their goals. We have to
be thankful that we have a bat and that we have the
strength to swing it. Through these trials of life and the
learning process involved, we can also be assured that
God will give us the grace that we need to persevere.
Let us not lose sight of what we are accomplishing
because we have to change the manner in which we
are working at it. Don’t make the “can’t do’s” and the
“must do’s” the focus of our conversations and our life.
We should do everything that we can to contribute

to making things the best that they can be given the
situation that we face. If you want things to be better
or have suggestions for improvement, speak to the
people involved. Talk to teachers, administrators, and
Board members. Share your thoughts, but also give
personal thanks for all that they are doing.
We also have to be especially thankful for the work that
is being done at Covenant and at all of our schools.
Consider the fact, and be thankful, that we have faithful,
capable teachers working hard to provide the best
education possible as we work through this. We have
an abundance of technology tools that can be used
to provide instruction in a variety of ways. Students
and teachers are able to stay in touch through various
means of communication. Parents are able to receive
current reports on the work that their children are doing.
We have a School Board that is staying informed of
all that is going on and making good decisions using
spiritual and practical principles.
According to what we read in God’s Word, things are
going to get much worse than this in the future. The
day will come when our schools will be closed and we
will not even be able to teach from home. Our school
material may be banned from the Internet because of
its Christian viewpoint. Virtual Christian schooling may
become illegal. How are we going to respond then? We
would look back on the situation of today and wish we
could do that again. Even today, consider the Christian
parents in Singapore, India, and other countries of the
world where Christian school learning is prohibited or
made very difficult by their governments. Our own
Dutch Reformed history saw our ancestors decide
to leave their homes, work, and everything that they
knew for a place where they would be able to have the
freedom to establish schools. There are times when
we can view the commitment of others in history to
gain insight into how we should deal with our situation.
Hopefully our actions of today will also be of help to
others in the future.
What does all of this say about the intensity of our
current situation? Perhaps as we look back someday,
we will say that this was a pretty easy test. Hopefully,
the following statements will describe our response.
Through it all, we were faithful to our Christian
principles. We were submissive to those who were,
rightly placed by God, in authority over us. We were
faithful to each other and respectful of each other with
our words and our thoughts. And, through it all, we
were not laboring for the things of this earth but for the
sake of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ.
Psalm 27: 13-14 “I had fainted, unless I had believed to
see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the living,
Wait on the Lord; be of good courage, and he shall
strengthen thine heart: wait, I say, on the Lord.”



Board President
Dr. Brian Decker

Dragons and Tribes
This article is not about COVID — there, got that out
of the way. It is time to think about other things, I
think. Rev. Al Mohler, president of Southern Baptist
Theological Seminary, has a daily podcast called,
“The Briefing”. He describes it as “a daily analysis
of news and events from a Christian worldview.” A
few years ago, on one of the podcasts he described
the mind and thinking of a young adult as “looking
for a tribe to join and a dragon to slay”. I believe
that is a very accurate representation of how young
people and young adults think. They have an innate
impulsivity, eagerness, and vigor for life in general,
and can also be readily convinced that this tribe
needs to be joined or that dragon needs to be slain.
In his podcast, Rev. Mohler especially applied
this fact to students at colleges and universities.
Professors know that is how their students think.
Social group leaders and on-campus interest groups
are aware they have an impressionable audience.
Guest speakers and lecturers understand they have
ready and willing listeners in the seats. And the
devil — especially that great tempter — is aware
of this, too…over 6000 years of tempting makes
him wily indeed. In a world that is secularizing
(or maybe even nearly secularized), this is an
intimidating and scary proposition for our high
school students, whether they go to college or not.
Yet God, in his infinite wisdom, has given us
many tools to prepare our kids for encountering
the threats in this world. He has blessed us with a
high school filled with Godly teachers that want to
properly Biblically influence our children. It’s not just
that Pythagorus discovered a theorem about right
triangles, but that theorem reflects God’s order and
immutability. It’s not just that the sun is 93 million
miles away and that Haley’s comet comes around
every 75 years, but that God put them in the heavens
and directs them. History can be pages and pages
of facts and dates and people and events, or it can
be all of those interacting with the preservation of
God’s church and truth through the ages. If you
sit in a classroom, watch a recorded video, or read
your children’s homework, you’ll see evidence of this



over and over. Our teachers are instructing our
children from a Reformed worldview. In a world
full of dragons and tribes, the value is priceless. If
you have opportunity, especially in light of the last
eight months, please thank our teachers. A kind and
encouraging word can be immensely helpful. The
workflow, location, and methods for teaching may
have changed a bit, but the goals and principles
have not. We truly are blessed to have such a Godly
and dedicated staff at CCHS.
The last eight months have been challenging.
The devil uses this, even, to try to influence our
children. He leads them to fear, anger, anxiety,
worry, or disappointment. Yet we trust that our Lord
is good. Our school is still open and doing the work
it was established to do. Our children are still being
educated - in the fear of His name, and in preparation
for years to come, no matter what dragon they may
encounter.

EDUCATION COMMITTEE
John De Vries

When I enrolled my first child at Hope School, Ron
Koole gave me Reformed Education written by Prof.
Engelsma. I have had many opportunities to read and
reference this book as a subsequent Board member
and now serving on the CCHS Board. Professor
Engelsma writes, “Christian education is the rearing
of covenant children to spiritual maturity by believing
parents through a capable fellow believer.”
As I begin the school year as a first year Education
Committee member, it has not been easy. Most of the
opportunities to meet and interact with the students
and teachers are not available due to the ongoing
pandemic. Even after spending minimal time with
the teachers this year, it became evident that they
are the core of our school and our greatest asset
at Covenant. We have an extremely gifted group of
men and women at our high school and, as a Board,
we are very thankful for their work. Every day they
keep things running as smoothly as possible even
though they are pulling double duty teaching the
kids that are in the classroom as well as the kids
that are at home due to quarantine. Imagine trying to
learn 100 new names while those faces are mostly
covered with a mask! As parents, please remember
to say thank you to the teachers for lecturing with a
mask on, going above and beyond and keeping the
kids as their main focus.

The Board continues to look for teachers for this
academic year as well as next year. This brings us
back around to the quote from Reformed Education.
The best way for us to gain young teachers is to show
by example the utmost respect for the teachers we
have in place right now. Our children need to see
and experience that respect in the home. As parents,
we must encourage our boys and girls to prayerfully
consider pursuing teaching as a vocation. By the
grace of God our schools continue to grow and the
need for teachers is great.
The teachers covet your prayers as they work through
this unprecedented year. May they continue to have
a love for the Reformed truth and an eagerness
to teach and apply this truth in every classroom.
The Administrator continues to put in long hours
and, together with the Board, makes many difficult
decisions. Much thought is put into every one of
these decisions and we ask for your patience and
prayers as we navigate this unique situation. If this
pandemic has taught us anything, it has made us
even more aware of how important our schools
and teachers are and that they cannot be taken for
granted. We are thankful to our Heavenly Father
that we can continue teaching our children in our
Christian schools.

We were able to make it through 12 weeks of inperson learning during which the teachers have
done their best to move through the curriculum in a
timely manner. The students have been enthusiastic
and appreciate being AT school. As we are currently
in a remote learning phase, the board asks parents
to encourage your students to take their school
work seriously and stay caught up. We are looking
forward to returning to in-person instruction as soon
as we are able.
As a Board, we would like to thank both Emily
Boersen and Paula Barone for their service to
our school. Emily and Paula are both expecting a
child and we are thankful for God’s gift of covenant
children as they become new mothers in the home.
Caitlyn Miedema will be our new Head of Academic
Support with Juline Hiemstra joining the academic
support team at the start of the new year.



ENROLLMENT COMMITTEE
Dr. Brian Decker

This past summer, the Enrollment Committee had the privilege
of meeting with the families that requested enrollment of their
first child at CCHS. We reviewed our mission statement, basis
of belief, and admission policy as well as answered questions.
Despite many unknowns regarding what the actual education
would look like in the fall, parents still expressed their desire
for and commitment to Christian education. At the time of the
meetings, we all hoped we would have in person schooling
(and according to God’s sovereign plan we were able to start
that way), but it was certainly not a guarantee.
The Enrollment Committee and the Board as a whole express
our thanks, both to the new families and those returning
families, for their unwavering support of the work at CCHS.
Welcome to the following new families:
Tara Bertsch
Randy and Sandy Blacketer
David and Sara Bleyenberg
Jon and Michelle Bult
John and Ashley Cleveland
Kent and Anne Deemter
Dan and Erin Drnek
Jon and Michelle Drnek
Jared and Dena Dykstra
Curt and Julianne Gritters
Peter and Nicole Hanemaayer
Heath and Jodie Jurgens
Andy and Olivia Kalsbeek
Joel and Lisa Kooienga
Ryan and Katie Kooienga
Bruce and Rachael Koole
Matt and Kim Kuiper
Everett and Michelle Langerak
Rev. John and Amy Marcus
Doug and Larissa Mingerink
Mike and Jamie Noorman
Nathan and Ellen Pastoor
Eric and Crista Phelps
Matt and Sarah Stange
Jim and Susan VanBaren
Philip and Patricia VanBaren
Dowie and Becky Vanderschaaf
Joe and Audra VanOverloop
Brad and Beth VanSingel
Jeff and Nicole Westra



“The Society for Protestant Reformed
Secondary Education (CCHS) has
established a Foundation Fund to promote
the long term viability of CCHS by growing
the assets of the Foundation and by
receiving, managing, and administering
funds and property for the exclusive use
and benefit of CCHS.”
That is the opening paragraph of the
Statement of Investment Policies and
Objectives for the CCHS Foundation. That
statement gives us our direction every time
we meet as a Foundation Board and it lays
out our purpose for what we are called to
do. To accomplish this task, the Foundation
arranges two fundraisers throughout
the year (a golf outing and a dinner)
through which we receive many generous
donations from our constituents. We also
work to promote the idea of including the
Foundation as a beneficiary in the estate
planning of individual families. We then
work with the Barnabas Foundation to
invest these funds to get the best return
that we can in a stewardly manner. All
for the benefit of CCHS and our beloved
Christian education.
All of our funds are split into two funds:
a General Fund (which is used for
reducing the tuition costs at CCHS) and
an Endowment Fund (which is used for
curriculum and teacher development and/
or educational supplies and equipment).
As of July, 2020, our combined assets
totaled up to $1,138,454. As of this writing,
we had collected some of the golf outing
receipts and we were waiting yet to hold
the Fall Dinner in October, 2020.
Every year we give grants from each of the
funds. These grants do two things. Grants
from the General Fund help to keep tuition
at affordable rates for our tuition paying
families. Grants from the Endowment Fund
help our teachers grow and develop by

purchasing new equipment or helping them
with redesigning their curriculum from year
to year. We can see a great benefit from
both of these uses of the Foundation
grants.
We try to always remind you to include the
CCHS Foundation in your estate planning,
but we also want to remind you at this
time of the year to remember the CCHS
Foundation in your year end charitable
giving. Gifts to the Foundation qualify as
tax deductible donations and anything that
you give will be used for “the long term
viability of CCHS”.
Every year, we are very encouraged by
the generosity of those who give to the
Foundation – whether it be of their time
working at one of the fundraisers or their
financial donations. We thank you very
much. None of this would be at all possible
without the blessing from our Heavenly
Father. He has given us much in abundance
and we are thankful that we might use
these gifts to the glory of His name through
the education of His children.
Keith Noorman

FINANCE COMMITTEE
Rick Elzinga
The financial report for the previous school year (July 1, 2019June 30, 2020) is included in this issue of the courier. This report
compares the actual amount of both revenue and expenses
to the budget approved at the Annual Society Meeting. We
report that we finished the year with a surplus of $2,633. We
are thankful for the generous contributions, which allow us to
operate in a fiscally responsible manner.
The Finance Committee is responsible for the collection of
tuition. Because tuition is nearly 80% of our budgeted revenue,
it is important to collect this in a timely manner. We are thankful
for the many families who faithfully make their tuition payments
according to the desired payment schedule. One of the Board’s
tuition payment policies states that all accounts must be current
at November 1, February 1, and May 1. If you are a family
struggling to pay your tuition, we urge you to contact one of the
Finance Committee members. We welcome the opportunity
to work with you and help you come up with a plan to get your
tuition paid.
Another significant responsibility for the Finance Committee is
to conduct the Annual Support Drive. For the current 2020-2021
school year, we have budgeted $410,000 for this support drive.
The drive has recently started and we will keep you updated
with this drive via bulletin announcements and letters. Please
continue to prayerfully consider this need, as the goal must be
met in order to meet all of our financial obligations.
The Finance Committee works year-round to care for the
financial needs of CCHS. We are very thankful for the financial
means that God has provided to allow CCHS to operate from
year to year. Much planning takes place to keep expenses in line
and also to financially provide for the teachers, staff and many
others who are dedicated to instruction of covenant children.
The budgeting process begins in January and culminates with a
proposed budget to be approved by the society in March. One
change that was made to our current budget is the elimination
of the expense of mortgage payments on our existing debt. The
Board is pleased to announce that as of June 30, 2020, CCHS
is debt free. The amount that has been used in past budgets to
service our debt is now being placed into a fund which will be
used for future building expansion needs.
The Finance Committee labors on your behalf to keep operations
at CCHS running as smoothly as it can. We give thanks to God
for His covenant faithfulness. We pray that He will continue to
work in the hearts of many, the desire to support the covenantal
instruction that takes place at CCHS.
(Financial Report on the following pages)



Covenant Christian High School
Profit & Loss Budget Performance
June 2020

INCOME

Tuition
Church Collections
Pledges & gifts
CCHS Foundation Receipts
Special Education Receipts
Miscellaneous Receipts
Interest Income
TOTAL INCOME
EDUCATIONAL EXPENSES
Teaching & administration
Substitute Teachers
Support Staff
Office Staff
Athletic Director & Coaches
Payroll Taxes
Teachers' Retirement expense
Special Ed & Academic Support
Teaching aids & supplies
Technology operating expense
Technology fund
Physical education equipment
Library
Science lab supplies
Teachers' development
Music
Band instruments
INSURANCE EXPENSES
Group insurance coverage
Workers' compensation insurance
General insurance



Jul 19 - Jun 20

Annual Budget

%

$ 2,295,052
75,570
400,000
40,000
137,218
2,518
1,284
2,951,643

$ 2,327,603
75,000
400,000
40,000
135,000
4,800
2,982,403

98.6
100.8
100.0
100.0
101.6
52.5
0.0
99.0

1,464,656
715
46,617
53,148
64,528
123,951
45,419
191,214
19,037
32,000
25,000
633
4,100
6,200
26,926
5,184
2,562
2,111,890

1,522,067
1,500
38,000
50,000
65,500
141,500
56,000
176,000
16,000
32,000
25,000
1,000
4,100
6,000
16,000
5,000
3,500
2,159,167

96.2
47.7
122.7
106.3
98.5
87.6
81.1
108.6
119.0
100.0
100.0
63.3
100.0
103.3
168.3
103.7
73.2
97.8

300,000
5,720
16,886
322,606

300,000
7,000
17,000
324,000

100.0
81.7
99.3
99.6

BUILDING EXPENSES
Custodial services
Payroll taxes - custodial
Utilities
Water improvements assessment
Janitorial supplies
Snow removal
Trash removal
Grounds maintenance
General maintenance
Major maintenance program
Building furnishings
ADMINISTRATIVE EXPENSES
Telephone
Copier replacement
Equipment repair & replacement
Transportation expenses
Office supplies
Equipment service contracts
Publicity & printing cost
Postage
Federation dues
Graduation expenses
Accounting fees
Miscellaneous expenses
Property Acquisition
Debt obligations - facilities
Future Building Expansion
PROPERTY EXPENSES
Rental property - utilities
TOTAL EXPENSES
NET INCOME

62,011
4,800
59,823
3,684
9,061
5,800
2,191
18,000
64,000
60,000
4,237
293,608

62,000
4,800
65,000
4,000
10,000
6,000
2,000
18,000
64,000
60,000
5,000
300,800

100.0
100.0
92.0
92.1
90.6
96.7
109.5
100.0
100.0
100.0
84.7
97.6

6,469
1,500
414
6,720
5,983
13,376
2,157
2,872
8,549
2,719
12,350
7,344
44,000
102,090
2,910
219,453

6,000
1,500
3,000
8,000
6,500
9,000
4,000
3,000
5,600
4,000
10,500
5,000
44,000
105,000
215,100

107.8
100.0
13.8
84.0
92.1
148.6
53.9
95.7
152.7
68.0
117.6
146.9
100.0
97.2
0.0
102.0

1,453
2,949,010
$
2,633

2,999,067
$
(16,664)

0.0
98.3



Congratulations Class of 2020
Class Text
For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, saith the Lord,
thoughts of peace, and not of evil, to give you an expected end.
Jeremiah 29:11

Alison Van Baren
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Derek Haveman

Academic Awards
Highest Honor
4.0 GPA
Alison Van Baren
(Valedictorian)
Derek Haveman
(Salutatorian)
Breanna Boeve
Joel Bylsma
Jacob Doezema
Emily Hunderman
Garrett Miedema
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During our time of “at home” school in 2020, we were
blessed by emailed devotionals from Eric Gritters
every school day. He very effectively reminded us of
our calling to praise and thank our Savior even during
these challenging times. Following are a few of his
devotionals.

April 17, 2020
500,000 Miles
Doesn’t it seem so often like our lives are one big
conglomeration of either full-speed ahead or screeching
to a halt? It’s obvious that in the past month so many
aspects of our lives did exactly that - came to one big
screeching halt....head-into-the-dashboard halt. Before
we even had a chance to prepare for it....standstill. The
brakes were put on school, on work, on full in-person
church worship, on family, on friends.
Yet the speed of what seems like a whirlwind
continues - the chaotic bustle around the house as
each tries to complete homework, often fighting for
anywhere that’s quiet (and yet for some, the house is
too quiet - and a busyness is longed for). Some of us
can still work at our jobs and we try to find time to juggle
both that and homework, as well as try to maintain our
phone-friendships.
In a normal, non-COVID-day, the rush and bustle
of life is almost too much for our bodies and minds
to handle and so often all we long for is a nap....or
bedtime. Did you know that although you ‘shut-down’
while you slept last night, you traveled over 1/2 a million
miles through space? ...and you thought flying down
the highway at 70 mph with the windows down on a hot
summer day was fast....67,000 miles we travel through
space every hour!
While we sleep, and it seems like life shuts down,
the other half of the world continues to bustle - the sun
continues to shine, the creation thrives, the birds sing,
and all continues as God upholds everything by His
hand.
Is that what our lives are? One big, busy, often
chaotic whirlwind?
Martha was a busy woman. She wanted things to
be just a certain way. She wanted a clean house, a
well-cooked meal, and loved to take care of all of the
physical needs of her house. We also want to have
things just a certain way - we are busy in a lot of good
things. We work, we study, we develop friendships,

12

we spend time with family.....but Jesus said, Martha,
you’re distracted! Mary has chosen the “good portion”
(listening and studying with Jesus.) In this whirlwind,
are we taking time to listen to our Father? - Martha was
busy (even in serving!) and yet Jesus reminded her
that the “good portion” could not be forgotten.
As I’m sure many of you do, you write lists for the
day - a brilliant way to stay organized as you balance
school, work, and the rest. On that list, whether
physical or mental, do you have spots for “be still”
time with God? Sometimes as we speed ahead, we
need to STOP.....and recollect our bearings (where our
priorities are in our to-do list) and spend some quiet
time with God.
Before you forget, write some STOP moments on
your list today - and spend them in prayer, in a psalm,
or song.
When we do this, our often out-of-control lives seem
to slow down, become more manageable, and much
more joyful as we remember it is God who leads us as
we walk beside Him.
Matthew 6:33 “But seek ye first the kingdom of God,
and all these things shall be added unto you.”
Have a good, God-serving day!

May 15, 2020
Looking Back
~2 months
~9 weeks
~65 days
What seems like yesterday yet also a lifetime
ago......since we had our last day of school.
The first devotions I sent out that Monday were the
words of a song I hope you’ve been able to listen to
often throughout this time apart.
The final verse summarizes the song and shows us
what our thoughts need to be every day.
What God ordains is always good:
THIS TRUTH REMAINS UNSHAKEN
Though sorrow, need, or death be mine,
I shall not be forsaken.
I fear no harm, for with His arm
He shall embrace and shield me
SO TO MY GOD I YIELD ME.
SO TO MY GOD I YIELD ME.
When we approach a yield sign, we have to allow
other cars to pass through the intersection before we
can go on our own way. This is similar in some ways
and very different in others in how we have to yield
ourselves to God.

In our cars, when we approach a yield sign, we
allow other cars to go first, and then we can continue
on OUR OWN way.
However, when we are called to yield ourselves to
God, we understand that we don’t ever stop yielding.
We don’t ‘allow God’s way to happen’ occasionally and
then continue on in what we want...
Our life is constant yielding to what God has planned
for us. It’s a life of sacrifice - putting aside what we
in our human nature want, and realizing that following
God’s plan is what is demanded, what is necessary in
our Christian walk, and also what is very best for us.
Are we yielding ourselves to our Father as we
should?
Last thought.....in that first devotion I sent, I
highlighted this phrase:
“Now I may know both joy AND WOE …. Someday I
shall see clearly that He hath loved me dearly!”
Is that ‘someday’ today? Have you seen clearly
God’s love through these two months? Or have we
just gotten used to the new norm and plowed through
as best we could on our own....
Take a moment and think about how you’ve been
blessed through this....how you’ve felt God’s love
through this....how you’ve realized that God’s way is
always good....
Not....what we’ve missed
But....how we’ve been blessed
Not....how we hurt
But....how God has comforted us
Not....how change disrupts our lives
But....how God is faithful
Have a blessed weekend!

Nov. 24, 2020
Losses and Crosses
Morning again!
I think it’s safe to say that each one of us (even if we
wake up on the RIGHT side of bed) wakes up to clouds
of some sort today. We all have experienced pain - some
much more than others - we all have been in the valley.
Wouldn’t it be nice to wake up to only prosperity
and all the earthly comfort that we need? I’m thinking
morning coffee in a hammock on an island in the BVI
sounds pretty good right now! Sleeping in till 7 am and
simply enjoying solitude and the sound of quiet waves
splashing on your feet. Best of the best food. Beautiful
weather. No technology to remind us of reality.....
.....We should stop before our minds wander and wish
us away from where we’ve been placed. Our natural
desires simply want an easy life - prosperity and worldly
comfort. But would that be good for us?

“Prosperity and earthly comfort are what we
naturally desire.....but losses and crosses are far better
for us.........if they lead us to Christ.” I don’t remember
where I learned that quote and that’s beside the point
right now, but it reminds me of Proverbs 15:17 “Better
is a dinner of herbs where love is, than a stalled ox and
hatred therewith.” Better for us to live with losses and
crosses...AND have the love of Christ in our hearts,
than to have all the riches of this world...without the
love of our Father.
Better for us to go through 2020 our entire lives....
AND have the love of Christ - than an entire life of
earthly joy in the BVI…without Him.
How are we handling 2020?
How are we responding to the losses and crosses?
How are we responding when things don’t go our
way?
Are we throwing a temper tantrum? Do we get
frustrated, bitter, angry, arrogant?
Online learning, parents rules that seem unfair,
bitterness towards a friend who wronged you, sickness
and quarantine, health issues too long to list, fighting
at home, politics when we forget God is in control,
disagreements, doctors words that change everything,
the list could go on and on....
THESE!......are far better IF they lead us to Christ.
God hasn’t promised His people worldly prosperity He’s made it pretty clear that instead, life is going to be
a trek in the valley.
How are we walking through the valley? How will
our mindsets and attitudes show that we are pointed to
Christ today?
Lord, help us today to be led by Thee and Thee
alone. Free our thoughts from all bitterness and
pride…from all frustration and anger when things don’t
go our way. Change our hearts, Lord, so that with all
joy and happiness we follow Thee no matter where Thy
path leads us. Give us patience to endure and wisdom
to respond to our losses and crosses with humility
because, Father, we need humility....lots of it. Help
us to remember that as for Thee, Thy way is perfect.
Amen
1 Thessalonians 5:18, “In everything give
thanks: for this is the will of God in Christ
Jesus concerning you.”
How will my words today, my actions, my studies....
EVERYTHING I do....show gratefulness?
Let’s make our prayers right now be centered on
thankfulness.
....for giving us Himself
....for choosing us
....for forgiveness
....for....(our lists are long)
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Recognizing that any one of us might need a
transfusion, at any time. Covenant students
and staff are pleased to contribute to the need
all around us.
As a blood donor, you know how critical your
generous gifts are, and we can’t thank you
enough.

Each year there are many new faces at the CCHS campus. We welcome
hundreds of new students each year, but we also welcome new staff. Get to
know our new teacher below.
Hello everyone! My name is Brantley Van Overloop. A lot of you probably
recognize me because I graduated from Covenant in 2016. I then sort of
disappeared for a while. I was in Illinois attending Trinity Christian College
receiving a Bachelor’s of Arts in Mathematics Education. I did part of my student
teaching at a public high school in Chicago teaching
Algebra. I then packed my bags and headed to
Tasmania, Australia to finish my student teaching overseas. The plan was to be
there for about two and a half months, but then, simply put, “COVID happened”
and I had to come back early. I had an amazing time there meeting God’s
people on the other side of the world. I would love to go back someday.
This has certainly been an interesting year to start my teaching career,
but despite everything that is going on, it is going very well. I am teaching
Geometry, Geometry Concepts, and Advanced Algebra. I get to teach some of
the greatest students in the world the best subject in the world. I also have the
privilege of helping coach the cross country team here at Covenant. If you ever
want something to talk about with me, bring up running, and I will probably talk
your ear off.
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From the athletic director
Travis Van Bemmel
Mar 11
		
Mar 12
		
Mar 13
		
April 2 		
April 3 		
Aug 12
		
		
Sept 3 		
Nov 7 		
Nov 9 		
Nov 15
Jan 13		
Jan 16
Feb 1		

MHSAA announces that the boys basketball districts will continue.
Covenant defeats Black River 81-20
9:30 AM – The MHSAA announces that only parents will be allowed to attend the District Finals
2:45 PM – The MHSAA suspends all winter sports tournaments indefinitely
Gov Whitmer announces the closing of all K-12 schools
The MHSAA suspends ALL activities until April 5 (including Spring sports, which started on March 9)
Gov Whitmer closes all schools for the remainder of the year
The MHSAA cancels the basketball tournaments and all spring sports
Boys Soccer and Cross Country begin practice. Volleyball begins outdoor practice.
Masks are required for participants.
Cross Country begins competition, with a limited number of runners.
Soccer and volleyball competition begins. Only 2 spectators per participant are allowed
Covenant competes in the MHSAA Cross Country Finals
Girls Basketball Practice begins
MHSAA suspends all school sports activities until further notice
MHSAA announces all basketball competition suspended until Feb 1
Winter sports resume practice
Basketball competition begins for the 2020-2021 season

Looking at the timeline above, it is easy to see
that Covid-19 had huge impact on the Athletic
Department, and our student athletes in 2020 and
even into 2021. The Boys Basketball season was
shut down as the team prepared to play in the
District Finals on March 13. Baseball, Girls Soccer,
Golf, and Softball started practice on March 9. The
teams practiced for three days, and then, just as
quickly as it started, the season was over.
98 athletes, including 22 Seniors, did not have the
opportunity to play in the spring.
This past fall, the soccer, volleyball, and cross
country seasons were shortened and adapted to
fit Covid restrictions. Fans were limited; social
distancing and masks were required. We began to
live-stream our volleyball and soccer games.
Basketball schedules were made, but the start of
the season was pushed back to January 4. The
schedules were changed, squished, adjusted, and
made ready for the new start. The start date of
competition was pushed back again, to January 15.
The basketball schedules were thrown out, and an
entirely new schedule was made, in a span of 4
days. On January 13, the MHSAA moved the start
date of competition to February 1. The basketball
schedules are re-made again.
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It has definitely been a trying time – sometimes
frantic and fast paced, and sometimes painstaking
slow with a lot of patience needed. There are often

lots of questions, and only a few answers, and often,
not the answers we would like. We have struggled
at times, but we have adjusted and persevered.
Our goal remains for our athletes to compete, and
to have a good experience, while representing
Covenant Christian. It is disheartening that, at
the time of this writing, fans will not be able to
attend the basketball games. We have concerns
about how we will continue to finance our Athletic
Department, without income from admissions. We
feel bad for our student body, as at this point, they
will not be able to gather together in the gym with
their classmates on Tuesday and Friday nights.
It is our hope, that we can continue through the
winter and spring seasons without being shut down
again. We look forward to the time when we can
once again havie the bleachers full inside Charger
Arena, and bring our school community together.

